But even in this disastrous affair the Austrian character
brought redeeming features. The Austrian gunners placed their
shells with as much humanity as they could, the great tenements
were only holed and not destroyed and were quickly repaired,,
and the loss of life, though high, was at least as low as you could
hope for in such circumstances.

Since that day nobody knows just what the state of feeling in
Austria is and Austrian independence can never again be a
thing for Austria to claim and defend in her own right, but only
a bargaining pawn between Mussolini and Hitler. And the
more Mussolini finds himself in antagonism with England the
more likely he is to sell out to Germany in Austria, in order to
keep Hitler's support.

Austria can only look helplessly on. As the reward of her
suppression of the Socialists she got, in the Roman Protocols of
1934, the promise of Italian support, and when Hitler went to
see Mussolini at Venice in June 1934 he agreed, as Mussolini's
son-in-law Ciano announced, 'that Austria should be enabled to
live in full recognition of her independence'.

Just five weeks after Hitler, the sincere, had given his brother
.dictator this assurance, the Nazis rose in armed insurrection in
Austria and Nazi raiders murdered Dollfuss in his own Chan-
cery. If you have any doubts about the German responsibility
for this action read the official Austrian Brown Book, giving the
evidence, photographs of explosives supplied by the German
War Ministry to Austrian Nazi terrorists, and the like.

Mussolini redeemed his promise of political and economic
support on that occasion. As a warning to Hitler not to seize
the opportunity and grab Austria he mobilized an army on the
Italian frontier. As an antidote to the tourist- and trade-boycott
with which Germany was trying to starve Austria into sub-
mission he gave trade and financial concessions to Austria. The .
things he said about Hitler, as I am told, were unprintable. For j
the nonce he had, indeed, saved Austria.

But a year later he was invading Abyssinia and had the world
against him, and a year after that he had conquered Abyssinia
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